
Strategic Partnerships Monthly Connect: 
Hometown Strong: Partnerships in Action for Rural NC

Thursday, July 30, 2020

This slide deck contains four distinct presentations from the July Strategic Partnerships 
Monthly Connect. (Listen here, password: rM5tk3wB). Presentations, in order, from:

Mary Penny Kelley, Executive Director, Hometown Strong
Kenny Flowers, Assistant Secretary for Rural Economic Development, NC Commerce
Tony Brown, County Manager, Halifax County
Jonathan Szucs, General Manager, Advanced Superabrasives (Madison County)

Moderated by Jenni Owen, Director of Strategic Partnerships

https://ncgov.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&siteurl=ncgov&entappname=url3300&internalRecordTicket=4832534b000000049d7ec9281e116c6fcdfea1062985ce0a60360f9fd30f9164122fef1d8ae104a9&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&format=short&rnd=6901680859&RCID=df999be34fb5400bb0c10b31cc68b017&rID=189541277&needFilter=false&recordID=189541277&apiname=lsr.php&AT=pb&actappname=ec3300&&SP=EC&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do


NC Strategic Partnerships office

• Subscribe to Strategic Partnerships Highlights (monthly – news 
and resources) and to receive future Monthly Connect invites 

• See past Highlights here
• For more information, contact Caroline.Tervo@osbm.nc.gov

https://mailchi.mp/455b906e1b5a/strategicpartnerships
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5136381e4093ae184aa5ec1d8&id=e95bbe4df8
mailto:Caroline.Tervo@osbm.nc.gov


Mary Penny Kelley
Executive Director, Hometown Strong
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July 30, 2020



Governor’s Mission

A North Carolina that is: 
• better educated, 
• healthier, and 
• keeps more money in 

people’s pockets 
• so that everyone has the 

opportunity to live a life 
of purpose and 
abundance.



Core Principles



Hometown Strong Counties

Light Blue – urban
Med Blue – big field visit
Dk Med Blue – 1:1 or virtual
Navy Blue – to be visited

Light – urban
Med – big field visit
Darker Med – recent 1:1 or virtual visit
Darkest – to be visited



Broad Common Themes

Access to Health Care

Revitalizing Economies

Expanding Broadband



COVID-19 Response 
and Recovery



Main Street and Rural 
Planning Center



Remote Learning



Mary Penny Kelley, Executive Director 
Working Remotely from Nash County

(919) 814-2079 – office voice mail or (919) 539-0707 – personal cell
Mary.Kelley@osbm.nc.gov

Contact



Kenny Flowers
Assistant Secretary for Rural Economic 

Development, NC Commerce



KENNY FLOWERS
COMMERCE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



OUR MISSION • Engage

• Enhance

• Transform



OUR PROGRAMS

• Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG)

• State Rural Grants

• Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC)

• The Utility Account 
(Industrial Development Fund)

• Main Street & Rural 
Planning Center



RURAL DEVELOPMENT

STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

• Build a strong ecosystem 
for prosperity

• Foster job growth and 
capital investment

• Enhance local capacity

• Prioritize engagement and 
collaboration



$119.4 million in grants awarded.
183 grant projects.

83 strategic plans, 58 market studies.
More than 300 communities served.

Locations for illustrative purposes only.
For the complete  list, contact Commerce.

RURAL PROJECTS
ALL ACROSS

NORTH CAROLINA

2019 PERFORMANCE



Tony Brown
County Manager, Halifax County



Halifax County North Carolina 
Demographics – July 2020 

 
Population:  51,737 (2010: 54,691) 

 
 Ethnic Groups: 61.3% .......... Non-White Minorities 
  38.7% .......... White 
 

40% of Children live in Poverty 
>20% of Residents are >65 in age (Median Age: 42.7) 

47% of Residents are Medicaid-Eligible 
 

Halifax County Employee Population 576 employees (DSS: 175…30%) 
 

3 School Districts: Halifax County Schools, Roanoke Rapids Graded School District & Weldon City Schools 
 

ONLY 56% OF RESIDENTS HAVE BROADBAND AT HOME; MANY HAVE NO BROADBAND ACCESS 
 

Higher Education:  Halifax Community College 
 

7 Municipalities: Enfield, Halifax, Hobgood, Littleton, Roanoke Rapids, Scotland Neck & Weldon 
“HCIA” + “WTW” 

 
TNB-20200729 



Halifax County 
Intergovernmenta
l Association

2020 Legislative Goals









Jonathan Szucs
General Manager, Advanced 

Superabrasives (Madison County)



Advanced Superabrasives, Inc.

Jonathan Szucs, President

• Established in 1993.
• Grew from 2 employees and 1100 sq. ft. office to currently 40+ 

employees and 36,000 sq. ft. building in Mars Hill, N.C. (Madison 
County).

• Jonathan is 2nd generation owner. His father began the business 
from the ground up.

• Jonathan chairs committees on multiple local economic 
development boards as well as state and national district export 
councils. He also serves as board member at his children’s school.

• Advanced Superabrasives has grown into a dynamic, small 
business, with customers nationwide, and ASI currently exports to 
over 28 countries.



About Madison County – Population 21,755
• Hot Springs

• Located at the 
junction of the 
Appalachian Trail 
& French Broad 
River.

• Popular for 
Tourism & 
Hospitality.

• Mars Hill
• College 

community known 
for its artistic 
heritage & cultural 
treasures

• Popular for 
Education & Retail. 

• Marshall
• Seat of Madison 

Co. government. 
Maintains a 
competitive & 
small business 
climate. Also 
succeeded in 
preserving its 
historical habits.

• Popular for small 
business, retail & 
arts. 



Madison County Initiatives

• Broadband
• Water and sewer
• Natural gas
• Healthcare
• Affordable Housing
• Transportation
• Workforce development
• Economic development
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