
Connect Rockingham
Rockingham County's collective planning and funding approach 

to digital equity.



Philanthropy is uniquely positioned to play a role in 
connecting the dots within community and driving 
public/private partnership solutions.

• Trusted community partners
• Convening superpowers, brokering connections and 

collaboration
• Minimize power dynamic, elevating community voice
• Deep knowledge and skill base
• Ability to leverage expert networks
• Flexibility to innovate untested or little-known 

solutions
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Adapted from Gathering momentum for philanthropy to engage in public-private partnerships. Alliance Magazine (2022).



Our Foundation's Role in our Community'sDigital Inclusion Plan 
andcollaborative infrastructure funding project.
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Philanthropy Assets Implementation

Trusted Community Partner. Early pandemic discussions and survey of grantees and community 
partners – able to convey "urgency" in discussions with government 
partners.

Ability to leverage expert networks. Made connections and received guidance from local Council on 
Governments, Rural LISC, NCDIT, National Digital Inclusion Alliance.

Convening superpowers, brokering 
connections and collaboration.

Broadband 101 session with NCDIT. Transitioned to workgroup -
Convened 27 individuals from 17 different organizations for engaged 
learning and candid conversation. Sparked insight, partnerships, and 
clear, coordinated action.

Minimizing power dynamic, elevating 
community voice.

Acknowledged different motivations, thus established group norms, 
values, and processes that included feedback loops and 
shared decision-making. Structured sessions (7 total meetings). Three 
workgroups – availability, access, and adoption/affordability.

Flexibility to innovate untested or 
little-known solutions.

Used networks to identify 3500 homes without internet, increasing 
accuracy of state level maps; School bus and government building 
hotspot testing; Funding collaborative with Impact Alamance for 
digital literacy and adoption efforts regionally.
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