


Station (PCS) moves, temporary duty assignments, deployments, and training cycles. These
predictable, routine maovements create a significant risk of misclassification.

2. Risk of Systematic Undercounts in North Carolina

North Caroiina experienced the consequences of flawed military residence rules in the 2010 Census,
when at least 10,000 service members were excluded due to deployment. The Census Bureau
corrected those deficiencies in 2018 and successfully applied improved rules in 2020.

The current proposal would reverse these gains by relying on residence indicators —such as tax
domicile —that do not correlate with actual physical residence or public-service usage. This creates a
real risk of shifting military population counts to states unrelated toa service member’s duty station.

Military families may also experience confusion over the use of tax records, as their State of Legal
Residence often differs from their actual place of residence. This confusion may reduce participation
and compromise data quality.

3. Elimination of Clear Military-Specific Rules Creates Harmful Uncertainty

The proposal removes or fails to restate several longstanding rules that ensure accurate military
enumeration, including:

* The automatic barracks/dormitory rule

= Explicit provisions for shipboard personnel
* Rules for treatme nt-facility patients

» Clear direction for deployed personnel

This removal introduces administrative burden, invites inconsistent interpretation across states, and
increases the likelihood that service members will be improperly counted outside the communities
where they live, work, and rely on public services.

4. Operational Challenges and Data Integrity Concerns

The proposed rule relies heavily on reconciling census responses with federal administrative records,
creating increased risk of:

* Mismatches between records and actual residence

¢ Improper exclusions or misallocations

* Respondent confusion and reduced response rates

* Administrative delays and additional workload for the Census Bureau

These challenges undermine data integrity and reduce confidence in the decennial count.
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